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Sonoma Valley Fund Names Four Community Leaders to its Board
January 15, 2013 — Sonoma Valley Fund, an affiliate of Community Foundation Sonoma
County, has elected Kimberly Blattner, Suzanne Brangham, Dennis Collins, and Bill Lynch to its
Board of Directors. “Each of these new board members brings enormous experience and a
wealth of community knowledge to our board and will be invaluable resources to Sonoma Valley
Fund and all of our nonprofit partners”, says Barbara Young, Sonoma Valley Fund’s President.
Kimberly Blattner, a resident of Sonoma since 1982, was raised in Oregon and came to
California to attend Stanford University, where she earned a BA in Political Science and was
captain of the women's varsity swimming team. She later received an MA and elementary and
secondary teaching credentials from UC Davis and taught high school for 14 years, serving as
chair of the English Department at Sonoma Valley High School from 1988-90. She has served
on the boards of Presidio Hill School, Philharmonia Baroque Orchestra, SFMOMA Docent
Council, League of Women Voters of Sonoma County, Enterprise for High School Students, and
La Luz Center, where she was Board Chair for two years. She is currently a member of
Sonoma’s Community Services and Environment Commission.
Suzanne Brangham was born in New York, went to college in Pennsylvania, and began
teaching fine arts and commercial design in Arlington, Virginia. She moved to Los Angeles in
the 1960’s, where she held several positions in advertising and public relations. There followed a
move with her family to Florida, where she entered the field of interior design. A published
author, Suzanne has been featured in numerous national magazines and has appeared on The
Today Show, Good Morning America and Oprah Winfrey. Suzanne retired in 1987 only to
begin yet another career in building rammed earth homes. Then came the renovation of a

nineteenth century Victorian home in Sonoma, turning it into a successful restaurant and an
award-winning culinary school, “Ramekins”. This was followed by development of Sonoma’s
MacArthur Place, a 64-room Country Inn, Spa, and Conference Center, featuring the
award-winning steakhouse, "Saddles". Suzanne is deeply involved in Sonoma philanthropic
activities and serves on many professional and non-profit boards in the community. She has
previously served as an Advisor to Sonoma Valley Fund.
Dennis Collins was Founding Headmaster of the nationally recognized San Francisco
University High School. He has also served as Chief Executive Officer of the James Irvine
Foundation from 1986 to 2002. During his tenure there, the Foundation grew its asset base from
$385 million to over $1.7 billion. Dennis has also had a longstanding relationship with
Occidental College in Southern California, where he has been Dean of Students, Director of
Admissions, and more recently, Senior Vice President for Institutional Advancement and
External Relations, capping an outstanding career dedicated to education. Raised in Seattle,
Washington, Dennis earned both a Bachelor of Arts and Master of Arts degrees from Stanford
University. He and his wife Mollie moved to Sonoma in 2007. They have two daughters and six
grandchildren, all of who live in the Bay Area. Mollie was a founding board member of
Sonoma’s Impact100.
Bill Lynch was born and raised in Sonoma Valley in his family’s newspaper business,
The Sonoma Index-Tribune. He has worked in every aspect of newspaper publishing since that
time. In 1989 Bill became editor and CEO, and served as Editor and Publisher from 2003 to
April 2012, when he retired. He currently serves as a consultant to Sonoma Media Partners,
The Sonoma Index-Tribune’s new owners, and he also writes news stories on occasion. Bill
holds a Bachelor's Degree from the University of California at Santa Barbara. A graduate of the
U.S. Navy Officer Candidate School, he served three years as officer in the Navy. Bill has
participated on the boards of numerous local charitable organizations, including the Sonoma
Chamber of Commerce, Boys and Girls Club, Mentoring Alliance, and Vintage House.
An affiliate of Community Foundation Sonoma County, Sonoma Valley Fund was created
and is managed by respected community leaders to help sustain and improve the Valley’s unique
socioeconomic, environmental, and cultural qualities for generations to come. Sonoma Valley
Fund promotes and facilitates local philanthropy and legacy giving by serving as a bridge to the

future, helping nonprofits build successful legacy and endowment programs, encouraging estateplanning professionals to discuss Sonoma Valley bequests with their clients, offering a set of
prudent investment options for donors and non-profits, and providing trustworthy, responsible,
and thoughtful stewardship of donor gifts. No other local organization unites all constituencies
around the purpose of endowing the Sonoma Valley community as a whole. For more
information visit www.sonomavalleyfund.org.
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