







http:www.sonomaedb.org
http:www.sonomaedb.org
http:www.sonomaedb.org



http:www.sonomaedb.org



http:www.sonomaedb.org

























Tourism

Tourism indicators measure the economic impact of visitors to
Sonoma County. Visitor spending generates tax revenue and
supports the local tourism industry workforce. While the past year
has seen some stagnation, key indicators show sector growth.

Hotel Occupancy Rates

Hotel occupancy rate is the percentage of rooms used of the total
available rooms over a given period of time. Sonoma County’s
year-to-date occupancy rate increased 3.8% compared to the
same time last year, indicating increasing travel.

Transient Occupancy Tax

The Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) is a local tax levied on
lodging property room revenues. TOT figures indicate the
condition and trends of the tourism and lodging industries. TOT
revenues decreased in the recent past, but at $3.9 million in Q1
2010 revenues remained consistent with Q1 2009.

Visitor Spending

Visitor spending measures the amount of money tourists spend
when they visit Sonoma County. It also measures what visitors
spend on while they are in Sonoma County. Total visitor spending
increased 3% between 2007 and 2008, which is consistent with
comparable counties.

Distribution of Visitor Spending by
Purchased Commodity
Sonoma County, 2008
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Source: California Travel Impacts by County, California Travel and Tourism Commission

Hotel Occupancy Rates
Year-To-Date Change
Calendar Year 2009 - 2010*
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*Data is updated through October 2010
Source: Smith Travel Research (www.tourism.visitcalifornia.com)

Transient Occupancy Tax Revenues
Sonoma County, 2001 - Q2 2010
(Seasonally Adjusted)
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Source: Transient Occupancy Tax Report, Q2 2010. Prepared by the Sonoma County Economic
Development Board, November 2010 (www.sonomaedb.org)
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Source: California Travel Impacts by County, 2009. Prepared for the California Travel and Tourism Commission by Dean Runyan and Associates, April 2010
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Methodology, Sources, and Notes

Note on Data Sources

The 2011 Sonoma County Indicators provides a compara-
tive study on various economic, demographic, environmen-
tal, and social aspects of Sonoma County. Economic
Development Board (EDB) research originates from
information available from outside resources and previously
published material. The 2011 Sonoma County Indicators
offer partial or composite representations of raw data and
cite respective source data sets. For more information,
please see the listed sources.

The Indicators do not provide complete in depth analyses of
all facets of Sonoma County. The EDB believes all data
contained within this report to be accurate and the most
current available, but does not guarantee its accuracy or
completeness. Use of data from an outside source does not
represent an endorsement of any product or service by the
EDB, its members or affiliates.

The 2011 Sonoma County Indicators was developed from
national and local data sources. Its content is based on
models of similar reports from comparable regions around
the country, combined with input from various agencies and
organizations within the county. The Sonoma County EDB
appreciates organizations that have pioneered approaches
used in the 2011 Sonoma County Indicators report and is
grateful to those who provided feedback.

Interested readers are encouraged to contact data source
agencies or organizations for further research or visit our
website www.sonomaedb.org for the unabridged version of
Indicators released in Spring 2011. Readers are also invited
to suggest indicators for future reports by calling (707)
565-7170 or e-mailing edb@sonoma-county.org.

Indicators Team

Sources

Bay Area Real Estate Information Services, Inc.
California Association of Realtors

California Department of Education

California Department of Finance

California Department of Public Health

California Department of Health Services
California Department of Justice

California Department of Resources Recycling Recovery
California Employment Development Department
California Postsecondary Education Commission
California Travel & Tourism Commission

Centers for Disease Control & Prevention

Dean Runyan & Associates

Moody’s Analytics

Pacific Gas & Electric

Smith Travel Research

Sonoma County Economic Development Board
Sonoma County Waste Management Agency
Sonoma County Water Agency

UCLA California Health Interview Survey

United States Bureau of the Census

United States Bureau of Labor Statistics

United States Environmental Protection Agency

Index Methodology

An index is an economic tool that is used to make general
comparisons across a range of metrics.

For the competitiveness indices, each indicator was divided
by the average value for California and then multiplied by
100. The total index figure was calculated by averaging, with
equal weight, each indicator in the index.

The metrics were selected after evaluating other indices,
namely the 2010 Regional Economic Scorecard produced by
the Charleston Regional Development Alliance. The
competitive indices, combined with the other indicators, can
provide a more comprehensive understanding of trends in
Sonoma County.

The 2011 Sonoma County Indicators was prepared by the Economic Development Board project coordinators.

Sarah C. Deming was the project lead, managed and edited the report’s overall layout and content, as well as compiled data
for the Economy and Workforce sections. Sarah Deming also created and compiled data for the Indicators first ever “Competi-
tiveness Indexes.” Special assistance for economic indicators data was provided by the California Employment Development
Department and Moody’s Analytics.

Lauren Ward performed research for the Tourism section with acknowledgement to the Sonoma County Tourism Bureau and
the California Travel and Tourism Commission reports published by Smith Travel Research. Lauren Ward also collected data
for the Economy and Society sections and assisted in the creation of the Competitiveness section.

Mara Hochman gathered and analyzed data for the Environment section, with thanks to Carrie Pollard of the Sonoma County
Water Agency, Joe Horak of Pacific Gas & Electric, and Patrick Carter of the Sonoma County Waste Management Agency for
their assistance with data. Mara Hochman also compiled data for the Health section.

Sarah McKibben researched the Society section, with special thanks to the California Postsecondary Education Commission.
Sarah McKibben also gathered research for the Environment section.

Loren Lopez compiled data for the Health section with special thanks to the California Department of Public Health. Loren
Lopez also gathered data for the Workforce Section.
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